Matthew A. Axtell (D.C. & D. D.C. Bar #482349)
1923 Biltmore Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20009

202-210-2083; maxtell@princeton.edu

EDUCATION
Princeton University, Princeton, N.J.

Ph.D. Program in History, G.P.A. 4.00 
Research Fields: U.S. Legal History, 1815-1930; History of U.S Technology; Comparative Environmental History

University of Virginia School of Law, Charlottesville, Va. 


J. D. May 2002, G.P.A. 3.54 
University of California at Berkeley, Berkeley, Ca. 


B. A. History, May 1998, G.P.A. 4.00, Highest Honors  
LEGAL EXPERIENCE

Federal Judicial Center, Office of History, Washington, D.C.

Research Assistant, 2009: Reported on the impact of the congressional funding process on judicial independence and the Separation of Powers prior to the U.S. Civil War, basing findings on original papers and manuscripts from the National Archives.     
Vinson & Elkins LLP, Washington, D.C. 

Environmental Law Associate, 2006-2008: Served as lead litigation defense counsel for Kansas power cooperative in federal climate change lawsuit.  Managed the collection and interpretation of scientific evidence on Alaska tundra wetlands and pipeline corrosion in support of jurisdictional and negligence defenses in Clean Water Act enforcement case.  Developed cost recovery claims against third parties in Superfund cleanup of industrial river in New Jersey.  
Office of the Chief Counsel, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Washington, D.C.

Assistant Counsel for Environmental Law, 2002-2006:  Enforced wetlands permits under the Clean Water Act and the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899.  Managed environmental compliance during restoration of Florida Everglades and Hurricane Katrina response.  Represented Department of Defense during Superfund cleanup of former Naval bombing range in Puerto Rico.  
EarthRights International, Washington, D.C. 

Student Research Assistant, 2001:  Strengthened legal argument linking international oil company with Burmese military regime during construction of large oil pipeline.    

Virginia Farmworker Legal Assistance Project, Charlottesville, Va. 

Legal Outreach Program Volunteer, 2001:  Educated Spanish-speaking field workers regarding their environmental, health, and safety rights during on-site visits to Virginia farms.   

San Francisco Superior Court, San Francisco, Ca. 

Law Clerk, 2000:  Briefed two judges on litigation case files prior to motion hearings. 

PUBLICATIONS & EDITORIAL EXPERIENCE

“Natural Law,” in Encyclopedia of American Environmental History, ed. Kathleen A. Brosnan (New York: Facts on File, forthcoming, 2010).  
“Bioacoustical Warfare: Winter v. NRDC and False Choices Between Wildlife and Technology in U.S. Waters,” __ The Minnesota Review __ (forthcoming, 2009).  
 “Last Lake Standing: Clean Water Act Jurisdiction in the Alaskan Frontier after Rapanos v. United States,” 38:7 Environmental Law Reporter 10,473-10,479 (July 2008).

Editorial Board, V&E Washington D.C. Climate Change Advisory, 2007-2008.  

 “Garbage Can Music!: Rube Goldberg’s Three Careers,” 7 Columbia J.  of Am. Studies 30-65 (2006).

 “Parting the Waters: A Mestizo Perspective on the Mexico/U.S. Border,” 1.3 Va. Eagle 15-17 (2002).

Editorial Board, Virginia Environmental Law Journal, 2000-2002.  

 “Pleasure Grounds and Iron Fences: Local and Federal Battles for Open Space in the Presidio of San Francisco, 1776-2001,” 27 Journal of Law and Politics 797 – 852 (2001).  
“A Machinist’s Revolt,” 22 Berkeley Undergraduate Journal 225-96 (1998).  
AWARDS & HONORS 

Program in American Studies Summer Research Prize, Princeton University, 2009.
Shelby Collum Davis and Kathryn Davis Grant, Princeton University, 2008-present.  

Commander’s Award for Outstanding Civilian Service, U.S. Department of the Army, 2006. 

Kimbel Award for Highest Potential for Future Legal Achievement, U.S. Army Corps of Eng., 2005.

Levinson Prize for Best Unpublished Essay by New Entrant into the Field of the History of Technology, Soc. for the Hist. of Tech., 2004 (citation at 46:1 Techn. & Culture  141-2 (2005)).    

Traynor Prize for Best Writing by Graduating Law Student, University of Virginia, 2002.

Lacy W. Armour Scholarship Award, University of Virginia, 1999-2002.  

Best Student Note Prize, Journal of Law and Politics, Fall 2001 Issue. 

U.C. Berkeley Chancellor’s Certificate of Highest Distinction as One of Top 5 Graduates, 1998.   

U.C. Berkeley History Dept. Citation as Department’s Most Outstanding Graduate, 1998.

Best Student Article Prize, Berkeley Undergraduate Journal, Spring 1998 Issue.  

Phi Beta Kappa, Phi Alpha Theta, Golden Key, Dean’s List, U.C. Berkeley 1994-1997.  

TEACHING, PRESENTATIONS, & RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
“This is Your Dolphin Calling: Mimicking the Dolphin Voice in Winter v. Natural Resources Defense Council,” Paper Presentation, Dialogues on Animality Symposium, Univ. of Penn., Oct. 2009.
“The Unfinished Division: The James River and Kanawha Canal and Narratives of Economic Growth and Stagnation in Antebellum Virginia,” Paper Presentation, Southern Forum on Agricultural, Rural, and Environmental History, Appalachian State University, Boone, N.C., April 2009. 

Science Tutor, Thurgood Marshall Academy Public Charter High School, Washington, D.C., 2007-8. 
“The Role of State and Local Governments in Wetlands Protection,” Workshop Facilitator, Am. Soc. of Civil Engineers’ Coasts, Oceans, Ports, and Rivers Institute, Rice Univ., Houston, Tx., 2008.  

“Does CERCLA Contain an ‘Implied Right of Joint and Several Liability’ in Cost Recovery Actions Brought by PRPs?,” Paper Presentation (with Kevin A. Gaynor), ALI-ABA Course of Study on Hazardous Substances, Site Remediation, and Enforcement, Arlington, Va., 2008.

“The Impact of the Rapanos Guidance on Clean Water Act Jurisdiction,” Lecture, The Port of Houston Authority, Houston, Tx., 2007.  

Guest Lecturer in Coastal Navigation and Wetlands Resource Law, George Washington Univ., 2005-6.  

“The Application of State Water Quality Standards to Federal Facilities,” Lecture, Kaskia-Kaw River Conservancy/Corps of Eng. Environ. & Natural Resources Conference, St. Louis, Mo., 2005. 

Attorney Resource Person, StreetLaw U.S. Supreme Court Institute for High School and Elementary School Social Studies Teachers, Silver Spring, Md., 2004-2005.   

“Historic Preservation and the Federal Wetlands Permitting Process,” Lecture, Roger Williams University School of Law, Bristol, Rhode Island, 2004.   

Faculty Member, ALI-ABA Course of Study on Inverse Condemnation and Related Government Liability, Washington D.C., 2004. 

Research Apprentice for Professor Marvin Rosenberg, U.C. Berkeley Dramatic Arts Department, in support of Masks of Antony and Cleopatra (Univ. of Delaware: 2006).  
ONLINE NEWS ARTICLES


“U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Issues Guidance Allowing Permit Applications to Proceed With 


Preliminary Jurisdictional Determinations,” Lexis Martindale Hubbell (Aug. 6, 2008).

“Contested Waters: New EPA Rule Excludes Water Transfers from NPDES Permit Program,” Lexis 


Martindale Hubbell (June 28, 2008).  

 “Corps of Engineers and Environmental Protection Agency Announce New Compensatory Mitigation Rule for Wetlands and Streams,” V&E Environmental News Alert (Apr. 3, 2008).    

“Corps of Engineers Limits EPA Review of ‘Significant Nexus’ Determinations Under Clean Water 


Act,” V&E Environmental News Alert (Feb. 4, 2008).  

“Corps of Engineers Issues New Guidance that Could Decrease Regulation of Ditches under the Clean Water Act,” V&E Environmental News (July 2007).

“EPA Increases Oversight over CWA §404 Permits Under Procedures Implementing New Rapanos Guidance,” V&E Environmental News (June 2007).

“EPA and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Issue Long-Awaited Post-Rapanos Wetlands Guidance,” V&E Environmental News Alert (June 7, 2007). 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia 

District of Columbia Bar (Environment, Energy, and Natural Resources Section)

Graduate Associate, Princeton University Program in Law and Public Affairs

American Bar Association (Section of Environment, Energy, and Resources)

American Society for Environmental History 

Society for the History of Technology 

LITIGATION & SETTLEMENTS AS DEFENSE COUNSEL

Native Village of Kivalina v. ExxonMobil Corp., et al., 4:08-cv-01138 (N.D. Cal., Feb. 26, 2008).  
United States v. BP Exploration Alaska, 3:07-cr-00125 (D. Alaska, Oct. 24, 2007).  

United States v. BP Products North America, 4:07-cr-434 (S.D. Tx., Oct. 22, 2007).

Sierra Club v. Sunflower Electric Power Corp., et al., 1:07-cv-01860 (D. D.C., Oct. 16, 2007).  
APPELLATE LITIGATION AS AGENCY COUNSEL

Rapanos v. United States, 126 S. Ct. 2208 (2006).  

S.D. Warren Co. v. Maine Board of Environmental Protection, 126 S. Ct. 1843 (2006).  

City of Olmsted Falls v. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 435 F.3d 632 (6th Cir. 2006).   

National Association of Home Builders v. U.S.  Army Corps of Eng., 417 F.3d 1272 (D.C. Cir. 2005).   
National Wildlife Federation v. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 384 F.3d 1163 (9th Cir. 2004). 

South Florida Water Management District v. Miccosukee Tribe of Indians, 541 U.S. 95 (2004), reh’g. denied, 541 U.S. 1057 (2004).  
South Dakota v. Ubbelohde, 330 F.3d. 1014 (8th Cir. 2003), cert. denied, 541 U.S. 987 (2004).  

Borden Ranch Partnership v. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 261 F.3d 810 (9th Cir. 2002); aff’d. 531 U.S. 99 (2002) (per curiam).  
SELECT ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY & LITIGATION TRAINING

Comparative Environmental History, Princeton University, Fall 2009 (Prof. Kreike)
Building Trial Skills Program, National Institute for Trial Advocacy, 2008.  

Criminal Enforcement of Environmental Laws, ALI-ABA Course of Study, 2007.  
Survey of Environmental Litigation Seminar, U.S. Dept. of Justice Office of Legal Education, 2004.

Environmental Laws and Regulations Course, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Learning Center, 2004.  

International Environmental Law, Univ. of Virginia School of Law, Fall 2002 (Prof. John Setear). 

History of American Environment and Technology, Univ. of Virginia, Fall 2002 (Prof. Ed Russell)

Managing Environmental Problems to Scale, Spring 2001 (Prof. Jonathan Z. Cannon).  

Environmental Law, Univ. of Virginia School of Law, Fall 2000 (Prof. Jonathan Z. Cannon). 
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